
 

Dyreforsøgstilsynet Stationsparken 31 2600 Glostrup Tlf.:+45 72 27 69 00 MAIL: dyreforsoegstilsynet@fvst.dk 
    WEB:www.dyreforsoegstilsynet.dk 

Responsibility for use of animals for scientific purposes 
 

The licence holder is responsible for animal experiments which require permission. This means that 

the licence holder is personally responsible for all of the following points. 

  

The animal experimentation authority can, if requested in an application, allow responsibility for that part of 

the animal experimental activity which concerns the organisation and management of animal housing and 

experimentation areas, together with the care of the animals, to be placed with the institution or company, or 

with an employee or suitable person who has the necessary professional qualifications. 

 

It is possible for legal persons (e.g. the institution or company, instead of the individual researcher) to apply 

for a licence to carry out animal experiments. This implies that the establishment has responsibility for 

deciding whether an animal experimentation licence must be applied for, payment of fees and reporting of 

statistics. It is a requirement that the legal person (the establishment) must appoint a named person (a 

researcher) who will be responsible for carrying out the experiments; that is to say, a person who may be 

presumed to be able to ensure that the experiments are carried out in a responsible manner. The named 

person must meet the educational requirements described in §56 of the ministerial order on animal 

experimentation (Bekendtgørelse om dyreforsøg). 

 

When animals are used for scientific purposes, the named responsible researcher shall: 

 

 have thorough knowledge of animal experimentation legislation 

- Directive 2010/63/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 September 2010 on the 

protection of animals used for scientific purposes 

- The Danish animal experimentation law, namely Lov om dyreforsøg, jf. lovbekendtgørelse nr. 474 

af 15. maj 2014. 

- The Danish ministerial order on animal experimentation, namely Bekendtgørelse nr. 12 af 7. januar 

2016 om dyreforsøg. 

- The Danish law on cloning and genetic modifcation of animals, namely Lov om kloning og 

genmodificering af dyr m.v., jf. lovbekendtgørelse nr. 478 af 15. maj 2014. 

A licence to carry out animal experiments does not exempt the licence holder from the need to obtain 

permits in respect of other legislation, including regulations administered by the agencies responsible 

for approval of medicines (Lægemiddelstyrelsen), for health and safety in the workplace 

(Arbejdstilsynet) or other authorities. 

 

 ensure that as far as possible methods which do not involve live animals are used 

Animals must not be used in experiments when the use of cell, tissue or organ cultures or other methods 

may be assumed to be equally suitable (replacement). When a new method or test strategy, by which the 

desired results can be obtained without use of animals, becomes available, an ongoing investigation 

using animals shall be brought to a close as soon as possible. This applies even though the animal use is 

covered by a licence. Regarding the choice of methods, advice can be sought from the animal welfare 

body within the establishment. 

 

 seek veterinary advice 

Breeders, suppliers and animal experimentation licence holders must have a designated veterinarian with 

specialist knowledge of animal experimentation connected to the establishment, to advise on the well-
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being and treatment of the animals. Measures shall be in place to ensure that relevant, adequate advice is 

obtainable. 

 

 ensure that animals are housed and kept in a way that takes the greatest possible account of the 

needs of the species: 

Requirements for housing and care of animals are to be found in the ministerial order on animal 

experimentation, chapters 7-10 (Bekendtgørelse om dyreforsøg, kapitel 7-10). Minimum requirements 

for the housing and care of particular species can be found in Annex 2 of the same ministerial order. In 

the case of species for which no requirements are set in the legislation, veterinary advice must be sought. 

 

 ensure that the animals are handled, socialised and trained with the greatest possible consideration 

of the needs of the species 

When work in research establishments is being planned, it must be ensured that there is time for social 

contact between staff and animals, including frequent handling and training etc., where this improves the 

well-being of the animals and is compatible with the objectives of the experiment.  

 

 ensure that animals used for experiments which do not require a licence are cared for, handled 

and housed in accordance with the legislation on animal experimentation 
Animals used for experiments which do not require a licence are still defined as laboratory animals and 

must be housed and cared for in accordance with the requirements of legislation on the use of animals for 

scientific purposes. This includes, among other things, the humane killing of animals which have not 

been used in an experiment requiring a licence, but are killed with a view to obtaining tissues for 

subsequent use in scientific research. 

 

 ensure that all planned animal procedures which require permission are covered by a licence to 

carry out animal experiments 
An experiment is defined as any use of an animal for scientific or educational purposes, which may be 

assumed to be associated with pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm for the animal at a level 

corresponding to or greater than that which would be caused by the insertion of a needle in accordance 

with good veterinary practice. 

 

 ensure that persons working with animals are competent and have detailed knowledge of the terms 

of any applicable experimentation licence  

The educational requirements for persons working with laboratory animals under the supervision of the 

licence holder are laid down in the ministerial order on animal experimentation, § 57 (Bekendtgørelse 

om dyreforsøg §57). The educational requirements for persons caring for laboratory animals are laid 

down in §58 of the same ministerial order (Bekendtgørelse om dyreforsøg §58). 

The licence holder shall have full knowledge of all activities carried out under his/her licence. It is the 

licence holder’s responsibility to ensure that persons carrying out tasks under his/her licence are 

competent and trained in carrying out the specific procedures covered by the licence.  

 

 ensure that the least harmful methods are used, whenever experiments are performed.  

For any experiment, the choice of animal species must be carefully considered and be justified to the 

animal experimentation authority (Dyreforsøgstilsynet) upon request. As far as possible the species used 

shall be those which are least likely to experience pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm. When 

choosing between different experimental approaches, the approach selected should be that which 

requires use of fewest animals (reduction), causes least pain, suffering, distress or lasting harm, and 
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which is most likely to lead to satisfactory results (refinement). When matters concerning choice of 

method are not specified in the legislation, advice must be sought from the establishment’s animal 

welfare body. 

Unless there are exceptional circumstances, the following applies: 

- Methods and techniques are practised on either dead animals or on animals under terminal 

anaesthesia, until a sufficient level of experience and competence is reached 

- Dosing with new substances must be preceded by literature searches to establish the optimal dose, 

route of administration and possible side effects. Initially just one single animal should be dosed and 

then closely observed for signs of side-effects, before the substance is used on larger groups of 

animals 

- Surgical interventions with recovery must be carried out under optimal aseptic conditions in 

accordance with recognised veterinary principles for the procedure and species involved.  

 

 ensure that, in the case of complications, immediate steps are taken to give relief, or if that is not 

possible, that the animals are humanely killed without delay. 

If the general condition of the animals is affected to a greater degree than that stated in the licence, or in 

the case of complications which cause suffering, action must be taken at once either to alleviate any pain, 

suffering or distress or to kill the animals humanely. If the permitted severity level should be exceeded, 

the experiment must be stopped immediately. The reason for exceeding the severity level must be 

identified and steps must be taken to ensure that it does not happen again, before experiments under the 

licence are resumed. This process must be able to be documented, for example in the journal records of 

the animal or the experiment. If the steps taken to prevent recurrence show themselves to be insufficient, 

the Animal Experiments Inspectorate (Dyreforsøgstilsynet) must be contacted for an assessment of 

whether, and under what conditions, the experiments can continue. 

 

 ensure sufficient supervision of the animals 

Animals used in experiments must be checked as often as necessary and at least once a day. Checks on 

the animals during experiments must furthermore be made sufficiently often to ensure that the level of 

severity and the humane endpoints are not exceeded between two scheduled checks. 

 

 ensure that records are kept of animal experiments  

Record keeping must be performed in accordance with the requirements in chapter 4 the ministerial order 

on animal experimentation (Bekendtgørelse om dyreforsøg Kapitel 4). 

 

 contact the Animal Experiments Inspectorate (Dyreforsøgstilsynet), if there are questions on the 

above 

The Animal Experiments Inspectorate can always be contacted for guidance at 

dyreforsoegstilsynet@fvst.dk. The Animal Experiments Inspectorate must be contacted, if complications 

occur in connection with keeping or use of laboratory animals, which cannot immediately be resolved. 
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