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The Animal Experiments Inspectorate´s score system for mice and rats 

 

Mice/rats are rated for clinical signs according to a score system ranging from 0-4: 

 

0: No symptoms 

 

1: Reduced spontaneous activity, possibly poorly groomed coat, weight loss of up to 10% in comparison 

with animals of the same strain, age and sex. 

 

2: Symptoms for score 1 and/or reduced provoked activity, possibly stary coat, weight loss of up to 15% in 

comparison to animals of the same strain, age and sex. 

 

3: Symptoms for score 1 and 2 and/or stary coat, half-closed eyes, reduced water and/or food intake, weight 

loss of up to 20% in comparison to animals of the same strain, age and sex. 

 

4: Symptoms for score 1-3 and/or no movement even in response to a gentle puff of air, hunched together, 

cold, does not consume water or food, weight loss up to 20% in comparison to animals of the same strain, 

age and sex. 

 

Animals should be inspected at least twice a day (at the beginning and end of the working day) throughout 

the period of the experiment. If score 2 is reached, efforts to relieve suffering should be made, for example 

through pain relief, treatment with fluids, availability of softened food on the cage floor or other relevant 

treatment.  At score 2, the animal should be observed at least every 4 hours. At score 3 the animal should be 

humanely killed. 

 

Animals are rated according to the symptom which gives the highest score: that means, that even if the ani-

mal has only one symptom listed for score 3, then the score is 3. 

 

Animals should always be evaluated as a whole. If there is doubt over whether an animal has reached a score 

where it should be humanely killed or whether a different intervention would be sufficient, the veterinarian 

should be called to evaluate the animal. 

 

 

Evaluation of severity level: 

0: None 

1: Mild 

2: Moderate 

3: Severe 

4: Intense 


