
Why do we need a new animal-welfare label? 
The intention of the new government animal-welfare 
label – named “Better Animal Welfare” -is to improve 
the animal-welfare of as many pigs as possible through 
consumer purchasing. The animal-welfare label makes 
it possible for consumers to identify which products 
meet requirements for better animal welfare. By  
select-ing products with better animal welfare at a 
slightly higher cost the consumer is helping ensure that 
more pigs are produced under improved conditions. It 
is market driven animal welfare.

What does the animal-welfare label indicate? 
The animal-welfare label is based on 5 basic  
require-ments selected by animal welfare experts at 
the Danish Veterinary and Food Administration. These 
basic requirements meet conditions that go far beyond 
current statutory requirements: 

1. Free-range sows. 
2. Pigs must have a curly tail. They must have whole 

tails - no tail docking and no tail biting. 
3. More straw as rooting and manipulable 
4. material and for nesting. 
5. More space. 
6. Maximum transport time - 8 hours. 

The animal-welfare label has 3 levels with ascending 
animal welfare requirements. Stricter requirements 
lead to higher costs and prices - this means that there 
will be something for everyone’s preference and purse.
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1 heart 
This level meets the 5 basic  
requirements. Level 1 is a new 
production with better animal  
welfare at reasonable prices.

2 hearts 
This level meets the 5 basic  
requirements of the label, as well 
as additional require-ments for 
more space and more straw.

3 hearts 
This level fulfills the 5 basic  
requirements of the label, as well 
as additional requirements for  
outdoor space and outdoor 
far-rowing for sows. Furthermore, 
there are additional requirements 
of even more space and straw.



Which meat products? 
The animal-welfare label was initially launched for  
fresh and frozen pork. In December 2017 it became 
possible to label processed pork as well. At a later 
date the label will be expanded to cover meat from 
other animals. 

Government labels on food 
The animal-welfare label is an addition to the two 
exist-ing government labels under the Ministry of  
Environment and Food: The Ø label for organic  
products and the Keyhole for healthy choices when 
buying groceries.

 

What do consumers think of improved animal 
welfare? 
The launch of a government animal-welfare label has 
been welcomed by 80% of consumers who replied 
that they feel mostly positive or very positive about a 
gov-ernment animal-welfare label. (TNS Gallup for the 
Danish Agriculture & Food Council, April 2016).

In shops since spring 2017 
The government animal-welfare label first appeared in 
shops in spring 2017. At the same time, the first  
nationwide consumer information campaign was  
launched about improved animal welfare for pigs. 

Production is already underway 
Producers have already begun to adapt conditions in 
pens in order to meet the label’s requirements.  
Products sold under the label are subject to state 
control and state-authorised control from producer to 
retailer. It takes about 6 months to produce a pig for 
slaughter. 

Who is behind the label? 
The label was developed by the Danish Veterinary and 
Food Administration in collaboration with relevant  
parties throughout the entire commercial food train: 
The Organisation for cooperation of animal welfare 
groups (DOSO), the Danish Veterinary Association, 
the Danish Agriculture & Food Council, Abattoirs,  
Danske Slagtermestre (the Danish butchers  
association) and retail businesses (Dansk Super- 
marked [Bilka, Føtex og Netto]), De Samvirkende  
Købmænd (including MENY, Rema1000, KIWI and 
Spar) and Lidl and Aldi).
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For more information, visit 
www.bedre-dyrevelfaerd.dk


